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inanislar, halk kiltiiriiniin en dnemli 6gelerinden olup toplumlarin sosyal ve kiiltiirel yapisini biiyiik
Olclide yansitirlar. Veteriner hekimligi folklorunun ana galisma konularini olusturan hayvanlara ve
hayvanciliga ait uygulamalar halk inanislariigcerisinde 6nemli bir yer tuttugundan, bu alanda yapilacak
cahismalar toplumlarin sosyo-kiltiirel yapisinin taninmasi ve tanimlanmasi agisindan vazgecilmez
niteliktedir.

Calismada, Anadolu’nun en eski yerlesim alanlarindan biri olan Kayseri’de, hayvanlarla ilgili halk
inanislarin derlenmesi ve bu inanislarin kokenlerine ulasilmasi amaglandi. Bu amagla Kayseri
ve cevresinde yasayan 50 kisiyle yiiz ylize gorisme yapildi. Elde edilen bulgular “icerik analizi”
yontemiyle degerlendirildi.

Verilerin analizi sonucunda, k6t ruhlarin, hayvan bicimine girerek, eski evlerin mahzenlerinde ev
sahiplerine gorliindligu; kegi veya dana derisinden yapilan deflerin duvara asilarak o eve kétl ruhlarin
girmesinin engellenilmesine calisildigl; yilan oldurilip yakildiginda mutlaka yagmur yagmaya
basladigi; Akkaraman siirilstine birka¢ adet kara koyun birakilmasinin nazara karsi koruma sagladigi
seklinde bulgulara ulasildi.

Sonug¢ olarak, Kayseri folklorunda sozlii kaynaklardan derlenen hayvanlarla ilgili inanislarin
kokenlerinde hem Orta Asya’nin hem de Anadolu’nun inang ve kiltlir yapisinin izlerinin bulundugu
gorilmustar.
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AN ASSESSMENT OF FOLK BELIEFS ON ANIMALS IN KAYSERI PROVINCE

Beliefs are among the main components of folk culture, and reflect, to a great extent, the social
and cultural structure of the society. Animals and practices applied in animal breeding are the core
subjects of veterinary folklore and also an integral part of folk beliefs. Thus, the conduct of research
in this field is essential to the understanding and description of the sociocultural structure of the
society.

This study was aimed at the compilation of folk beliefs in Kayseri province, one of the oldest
settlement areas of Anatolia. It was also sought to discover the origin of the beliefs maintained in
this area. For this purpose, 50 persons residing in Kayseri province and its vicinity were interviewed
in person. The findings obtained were assessed using the “content analysis” method.

Data analysis demonstrated that the folk believed in evil spirits assuming the form of animal body
and appearing to the house owner in the cellar of old houses; the prevention of the entry of evil
spirits into a house by hanging tambourines made of goat or calf skin on the walls of the house; the
occurrence of rainfall when a snake is killed and burnt; and the inclusion of a few black sheep into a
flock of Akkaraman sheep ensuring protection against the evil eye.

In conclusion, a folk belief on animals in Kayseri province, which was compiled from oral sources,
was ascertained to have its roots in the beliefs and culture of both Central Asia and Anatolia.
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